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IPD 3556461
& June 1961
MEMORANDUM FPOR : OGC Representative, IPD
SUBJECT ¢ Reglestration Status of B-17 Alrcraft at Lockheed

1. Kelly Johnson called the morning of 7 June to dlscuss the B-17
with me now that [ | has had his preliminaxy telks with Messrs.

Bell and Hall of FAA in Burbank.

2. Apparently obtaining an FAA experimental registration for this
gircraft under Section 9 of the FAA regulations is poing to be a bit more

complicated than I personally had thought. tells me that

gsome or all of the following requirements must be met before registration

catn be nade.

a. In addition to the engineering flight tests which
Lockneed d1d do to demonstrate the fact that their Job of
work on the aircraft wes complets, it appears that FAA will
require a properly certificated crew to fly the airplaue for
poesibly as many as four or five proving flights. Kelly tells
me that the only pllot he has in his steble at Lockheed who is
certificated ls a chap| | who could be made avall-
able for this purpose, but I Infer that we would be chliged to
hlre a co-pilot vho carried the bleseing of FAA for these
flights beyond the acceptance check.

b. There also appears to be a possibility that Fa4 will
regulire us to conduct & live demonstration of the
equipment, including a pickup. This, however, is not formally

declded.
¢. An ASE mechanic must sign off for FAA on all major

chenges made to the aircraft during its stey at Lockheed. Kelly

Johngon can supply this individual.
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d. FAA requires the installation of a rotating Grimes
cellision avoidance beacon on the tail. This wes not provided
for in any of the costs incurred to date, but should not be &
very large item, il.e., about 4500 at the outside.

e. FAA appears to reguire sn approved FAA englneey
designee to sign off for that Agency on all modificetlons to
the alreraft performed at Lockheed.

i. Lockheed will be required to publish a lieting to be
forwarded to FAA Records Center, ag well as posted in the air-
craft, of all items on the plane affecting welght and balance.
Thie includes [ Jwhich, of course, 18 a classified piece
of equipment and presumably should not be included in any open

ligting in FAA records.

&+ lockheed will be required to check for compliance with
all outstanding TOC's on the plane. This Kelly says is wore
difficult, since FAA says they do not have = listing of TOC's
on the B-17, and it asppears that the only course open would be
to go to Boeing and to ask them for this mort of information.
Kelly says this could teke some time to aceomplish,

3« My net impression of the conversation with My, Johngon is that we
should ask [ ]to dlscuss this with FAA to see if theve is not some
way in which all or part of these requirements could not be set aside
through administyrative asction on their part. In view of the relative ease
with which FAA experimental designations were cbtained for the U-2 at
Edwards, I am a bit disappointed to gee that we have backed ourselves into
such a bureaucratic nightmare. In eny event I would 1ike[ ] +o
explore this matter with FAA and veport without delay the results of his
talks. From our standpoint we must notify Lockheed about what we plan to
do with the plane ae e result of this FAA business, since they are now
rerdy o fly it as. soon as this prcblem can be cleared up. IFf we cannot
reduce the list above, I think we must give serious thought to returning
the airplmne gtraightaway to[ | where the restrictions noted would not
be applicabile..

JAMES A, CUNNINGHAM, JR.
Agpistant Chief
BPB-BQ/P
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